
Friday, September 20, 2013

Rep. Dave Camp 
Chairman, House Ways and Means Committee 
341 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Camp:

Michigan manufacturers and biopharmaceutical companies are justifiably proud of the 
products they export throughout the world.  In 2011, state-based companies exported 
more than $47 billion in manufactured goods.  More than one of every four jobs in the 
state exists because of these exports.

Michigan has a great deal at stake in maintaining free and fair trading environments 
with our global trading partners, and we sincerely appreciate the effort you made to 
encourage President Obama and Secretary of State John Kerry to address trade and 
investment Issues at the U.S.-India Strategic Dialogue in June.

We are deeply concerned about the current situation with the Government of 
India, whose actions are threatening its long-standing trade relationship with the 
United States.  Certainly it is not an even playing field when India, according to testi-
mony before a House Ways and Means subcommittee, demands that as much as 100 
percent of many of its high-tech and industrial needs be fulfilled by domestic produc-
ers, not even giving U.S.-manufactured products the opportunity to compete.

In the past year, innovative U.S. manufacturers and biopharmaceutical companies 
engaging in trade with India have also faced the use of compulsory licenses, had 
their patents revoked, run up against unheard-of roadblocks for patentability and been 
confronted with forced localization requirements.  These actions go against the grain 
of free and fair trade practices that are in place throughout the world.

Confronted with these economically-hostile actions, the U.S. government must act 
to protect the interests of our companies that are trying to compete in the Indian mar-
ketplace.  We urge the Administration to engage in bilateral and multilateral talks to 
create a positive, constructive relationship with the Indian government on the subject 
of fair trade.

If necessary, all diplomatic and trade tools at the President’s disposal should be uti-
lized in order to convince India to comply with global trade standards.  India cannot 
be allowed to think that its actions are acceptable.  This is a critical issue for Michigan 
manufacturers and the biopharmaceutical industry and, if left uncorrected, could result 
in job losses the state can ill afford and an undermining of our economic recovery.

We strongly support the actions you deem necessary to address these concerns.
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