
 
 

September 23, 2013 
Representative Danny K. Davis 
2159 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
Fax: 202-225-5641 
 
Dear Representative Davis:  
 
We are writing to thank you for your service on the Ways and Means Committee and recently signing 
onto a letter to voicing concerns over the Government of India’s trade practices and policies. These 
actions are not only discriminating against imported goods from the United States but also creating a 
problematic environment for U.S.-based intellectual property.  These practices threaten jobs and 
economic growth in our country. 
 
India’s actions are of particular concern to the state of Illinois.  Manufacturing exports have led to 
significant job creation – and the addition of good, high-paying jobs – in our state.  One of every four 
individuals in the Illinois workforce has a job that stems from exports, and manufacturing jobs pay, on 
average, $25,000 more per year than other non-farm employment in the state. 
 
This export-fueled growth is threatened by the actions being undertaken by the Government of India.  
There is more than one issue involved.  On one front, according to testimony before the House Ways and 
Means trade subcommittee, India is insisting that as much as 100 percent of its market for some 
manufactured products be filled by domestic firms, blatantly discriminating against U.S. products.  U.S. 
companies are also suffering from a wide range of intellectual property issues in India involving 
biopharmaceuticals, information technology, renewable industry and other manufacturing sectors. 
 
We were pleased to see the letter point out, “India’s intellectual property rights regime has also suffered 
from forced localization…As 40 million U.S. workers are employed directly or indirectly in IP-intensive 
industries, India’s policies also have a very real, negative impact on jobs and investment in the United 
States.”  
 
On behalf of Illinois manufacturers, we urge immediate action to forge a fair, even-handed trade 
relationship with India, a critical partner in both an economic and strategic sense.  We ask that these 
issues be raised at the highest levels of the Indian government and that all necessary trade and diplomatic 
tools be utilized to create a balanced playing field that respects and encourages innovation.   
 
Thank you in advance for your efforts in this regard, and for your ongoing support of Illinois 
manufacturers. 
 
Sincerely,  

Illinois Biotechnology Industry Organization , Illinois Chamber of Commerce, Illinois Manufactures’ 
Association, National Hispanic Life Sciences Society, Center for Healthcare Innovation, Chicago Life 
Sciences Consortium, Alliance for Fair Trade with India 


