
 

 
 
 
September 23, 2013 
 
The Honorable Rob Portman 
United States Senate 
37 West Broad Street 
Room 300 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
Dear Senator Portman: 
 
The Government of India wishes to strengthen its domestic high-technology and manufacturing 
sectors.  That is an understandable objective.  What is not understandable or acceptable is the 
act of creating a favorable playing field for in-country companies by making it impossible for 
U.S. manufactured goods to compete in the Indian marketplace.  
 
This is an important issue for Ohio manufacturers.  Manufacturing exports are responsible for 
almost 27 percent of jobs in the state.  Since 2000, manufactured goods exports have grown at 
a rate more than twice as fast as Ohio’s overall economy 
 
Because India is an increasingly important player on the global economic stage and a leader 
among other emerging economies, the United States cannot let India’s current trade policies 
stand without appropriate actions.  In many manufacturing sectors in India, according to 
testimony before Congress, government policies dictate that as much as 100% of consumer 
needs must be filled by domestic companies.  U.S.-manufactured products are thus frozen out 
of this marketplace.  This is leading to a growing trade imbalance between our two countries. 
 
India is also failing to protect American intellectual property.  Just last year the Indian 
government issued a compulsory license on a stage-three liver and kidney cancer drug 
developed in the United States, and it has been projected that additional drugs may soon be 
subject to compulsory licensing.  Additionally, several biopharmaceutical companies have had 
their patents revoked or their appeals denied by India’s court system. 
 
India is an important strategic partner and we need to foster a fair and dynamic trade 
relationship that works to the advantage of both of our countries.  We urge you to conduct 
bilateral talks with India’s leaders to emphasize the importance of fair trade. 
 



A deteriorating trade climate between our countries serves neither of our populations.  Ohio’s 
manufacturers stand ready to support your actions to strengthen the trade climate between 
the United States and India. 
 
We appreciate your attention to this issue and thank you for your leadership on a recent Senate 
colleague letter to Secretary Kerry, concerning trade with India (June 20, 2013). 
 
Our organizations stand ready to provide more information and assistance to you on this issue, 
and its impact to Ohio. 
 

Sincerely, 

Ohio Chamber of Commerce   Ohio Manufacturers’ Association 
230 E. Town St.    33 North High Street  
P.O. Box 15159    Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
 
 
Ohio Chemistry Technology Council  Northeast Ohio Trade & Economic Consortium 
88 E Broad St       P.O. Box 5190 
Columbus, Ohio 43215   Kent, OH 44242-0001 

 


