
The Honorable Mark Warner 
United States Senate 
475 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Warner: 
 
Thank you for your letter, in your role as co-chair of the bipartisan Senate India Caucus, to 
Secretary of State Kerry in support of championing free trade and protection of intellectual 
property rights.  
 
Over 90,000 Virginia citizens have jobs that are supported by the export of our state’s 
manufactured goods.  Our robust, growing manufacturing sector is generating over $15 billion 
annually in export income.  This economic growth is being threatened by actions undertaken by 
the Government of India and we urge the U.S. government to make bilateral talks with India to 
achieve a fair and free trade environment a top priority. 
 
In the past year, the Government of India has taken actions that have led to an unacceptable 
trade imbalance between our two countries and set precedents that could lead to even greater 
difficulties for innovative U.S. companies.  One issue that must be confronted is India’s 
insistence, according to congressional testimony from the Information Technology and 
Innovation Foundation, that as much as 100 percent of its markets for various technologies and 
manufactured goods be filled by domestically-based companies.  Forbidding U.S. companies 
from competing in the Indian marketplace is the antithesis of free and fair trade. 
 
We have seen India use a number of tools ranging from compulsory licensing to revocation of 
patents to undermine the sanctity of private property rights.  Allowed to continue, this will have a 
chilling effect on global research and development investment and, consequently, an impact on 
jobs and overall economic health both in the U.S. and globally. 
 
What Virginia manufactures and innovators are requesting is the ability to generate growth and 
prosperity for both the United States and India.  Free trade works to the advantage of both of 
our countries.  India is a highly-valued strategic partner and it is in the best interests of the 
United States and its manufacturing community to develop a productive, sustainable trade and 
investment relationship. 
 
Virginia manufacturers and innovators stand behind you in making this issue a priority.  At all 
bilateral and multilateral opportunities, it is essential for U.S. officials to press for a change in 
India’s policies.   Free trade must be championed and intellectual property rights must be 
protected. 
 
Sincerely,  
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