
 

September 23, 2013 
 

Congressman Raul Ruiz, MD 
U.S. House of Representatives  
1319 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Via Fax: (202) 225-1238 
 
Dear Congressman Ruiz: 

 
Thank you for joining us in urging India’s leaders to support a free trade 
environment. As previously discussed, the Government of India is discriminating 
against a wide range of goods manufactured in the United States and elsewhere in 
a misguided attempt to benefit its own domestic producers.  

 
The Indian government recently demanded that as much as 100 percent of its 
market for certain information technology, and clean energy equipment must be 
satisfied by firms based domestically.  Last year, a number of biopharmaceutical 
companies had their patents revoked (even though these patents have been 
recognized by nations around the world) and faced the use or threat of compulsory 
licenses.  This would be troublesome enough if the problem was isolated to India, 
but other emerging countries are beginning to emulate India’s policies.  This will 
inevitably harm the U.S. economy, result in significant job loss and have a 
negative impact on research and development investment.   

 
We urge you to continue to press India’s leaders for a free trade environment that 
includes protection of intellectual property.  If necessary, President Obama should 
use all trade and diplomatic tools at his disposal in order to encourage India to 
honor its international obligations.  India’s actions run counter to long-established 
global norms and some appear to violate basic global trade rules.  By forcing local 
production and failing to respect intellectual property rights, and by creating 
dangerous precedents in doing so, India’s actions are endangering one of the 
critical engines of the U.S. economy.  California manufacturers have a great deal 
at stake.  One of every five jobs in our state exists because of manufactured goods 
exports.  In 2011, these exports brought nearly $138 billion into the California 
economy.  We can ill afford such a problematic trade environment with a nation 
that has an increasingly prominent role in the global economy. 

 
By exporting their innovations and ingenuity, American manufacturers have been 
a driving force in the economic development of emerging countries throughout the 
world.  India is a valuable trading partner and it is in all parties’ best interests for 
this relationship to grow and flourish.  This cannot happen, though, when India’s 
government and courts are creating impenetrable barriers for U.S. imports and 
failing to protect ideas, brands and inventions. 

 
California manufacturers are supportive of your efforts to advocate free trade and 
support economic and job growth. 

 
Sincerely, 

Alliance for Fair Trade with India 
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