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AFTI Testifies in Special 301 Hearing on Behalf of U.S. Industries 

Adversely Impacted by India’s IPR Policies  

Recommends USTR Keep India on the Priority Watch List and Conduct an  
Out-of-Cycle Review  

 
WASHINGTON, D.C., February 24, 2015 –On behalf of the Alliance for Fair Trade with 
India (AFTI), Executive Director Brian Pomper today testified during the Special 301 
public hearing and highlighted many Indian policies and practices that limit companies’ 
intellectual property (IP) protections and impede trade. Pomper also called for India to 
again be placed on the “Priority Watch List” in the annual Special 301 Report and for 
another mid-year review of India’s IP policies.  

“The simple reality is that while India’s failure to provide adequate and effective 
intellectual property protection disadvantages U.S. industry, it also harms India by 
stifling its own economic development and advancement,” said Pomper. “[T]he 
resolution of the issues AFTI has prioritized would serve to bolster U.S. investment into 
India to the benefit of the Indian economy. Moreover, it would allow for trade and 
investment to become a key pillar within the revitalized bilateral relationship.” 

Some of the ineffective policies detailed in Pomper’s testimony include:   

• “India’s failure to provide an adequate structure to protect confidential test and 
other data;  

• Burdensome testing and safety requirements on information and communication 
technology products;  

• The use and threatened use of compulsory licensing on biopharmaceutical and 
other products as a tool of industrial policy;  

• Measures in Indian law that add an onerous and unnecessary additional criterion 
for the patentability of medicines; and  



• Weaknesses in the Indian copyright system that harm U.S. and Indian creators 
alike.” 

As laid out in the organization’s comment submission, Pomper explained that while 
AFTI members have been encouraged by the warming relationship between the two 
countries, it is time for rhetoric to translate into concrete action. For this reason, AFTI is 
calling for a 2015 Out-of-Cycle review to determine if any steps have been taken to 
address ongoing policy concerns. 

Read AFTI’s written Special 301 submission for additional details on recommended 
steps the Modi government should take to address these IP concerns.   

### 

The Alliance for Fair Trade with India (AFTI) is committed to supporting U.S. businesses fighting against 
unfair and discriminatory treatment in India.  For more information, go to AFTIndia.org.  

 
	  


